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eles, but their quantity becomes proportionally less and less as the fluid pre¬ 
sents more blood-globules and a deeper colour. The author believes that this 
mucus which is constantly present in the menstrual fluid, may, like the secre¬ 
tions of all mucous membranes when in a morbid state, possess the power of 
producing a similar morbid state in other membranes of the same kind. He 
relates a case which confirms this idea: a very obstinate gonorrhoea, in which 
the menstrual fluid of the only female with whom the patient had connection, 
and in whom there was not the least probability of gonorrhoea existing, con¬ 
tained an abundance of thin pearl-coloured mucus. Connection did not produce 
the gonorrheal symptoms except when the female was menstruating. B. and 
F. Med. Rev. from Medicinische Zeitung. Dec. 25, 1839. 

3. A portion of a Foetus living upon the Testicle. By M. Velpeau. —The case 
on which I propose to engage the Academy to-day, is one of the most strange that 
the sciences of observation have yet had to consider; interesting at once to sur¬ 
gery, pathology, anatomy, generation, and physiology in general, it appears to be 
without parallel among known facts. It relates to a living portion of a fcetus fixed 
in the testicle of an adult, where it seems to have been developed and to have 
lived since his birth. This is a peculiarity so contrary to what we know, and is 
at first glance so incomprehensible, that one might be justified in doubting its 
existence if I did not possess the substantial proof of it in the preparations here 
presented, and if the patient and the tumour had not been observed by several 
hundreds of practitioners and students, and if the operation had not been perform¬ 
ed in the presence of 500 persons. The case is, in a few words, as follows:— 

A young man, named Gallochat, of Esternay, aged 27, of a good constitu¬ 
tion, and who had never suffered from any severe disease, was sent, in the mid¬ 
dle of January, to M. Andral, who at once passed him over to my division in the 
Hopital de la Charite. 

On examination, I found that the patient had a tumour, nearly as large as a 
fist, on the right side of the scrotum. It appeared unconnected with the sub¬ 
stance of the testicle; the skin over it presented no analogy to that of the scrotum, 
and it did not appear to me to belong to any known class of tumours. Although 
several surgeons thought it might be referred, some to the cancerous tumours, 
some to the fibrous, and some to the tuberculous class, I did not think it possible 
to adopt their opinion. Observing, moreover, that its origin dated back to the 
patient’s birth, that it was not perceived at its commencement, that it never pro¬ 
duced any pain, that no pathological process had been set up in it, and that it 
could be cut, or pricked, or pierced through and through, without causing the 
least suffering; taking notice also of the aspect of the skin which covered its ex¬ 
ternal surface, of its elasticity, of the indurations which it presented internally, 
a tuft of hair which came from a kind of ulcer, at its posterior part, of a reddish 
tubercle, at the bottom of another opening anterioriiy, and of a glairy or gru- 
mous matter which the patient had sometimes discharged; 1 came to the idea 
that it was a foetid tumor , a product of conception. 

Wishing to obtain exact information on the earliest history of so singular a 
production, I wrote to M. Senoble, physician at Esternay, who answered me 
thus:—“ At the age of about four months, the mother of Gallochat came to show 
me her child; he then had a tumour, or merely a swelling of the scrotum, which 
I found, to be only a pneumatocele. Some months afterwards, 1 found, on exam¬ 
ining him again, a small inflamed tumour, which appeared to me to be a slight 
plegmon, and which yielded to simple emollient local applications. I heard no 
more of him till at the end of three or four years, when I learned that the 
child’s tumour still continued enlarging.” Now although these details were 
very incomplete, they yet strengthened me in my first opinion; which seemed 
so singular to those to whom I mentioned it, that I alone held it. I therefore 
planned the removal of the tumour without taking away the testicle, intending to 
perform a kind of Caesarean operation on the man. The details of the proceeding 
belong entirely to surgery, and need not now occupy me; it may be sufficient 
to state that its results were satisfactory. 
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The examination of the tumour has enabled me to detect nearly all the anatom¬ 
ical elements of the body of a mammalia. Thus, its external layer is evidently 
cutaneous; the greater part of its substance is a mixture of lamellae and fibres 
which give the idea of the cellular, adipose, muscular, and fibrous tissues. In its 
interior, we found two small cysts filled with matter like albumen or the vitreous 
humour of the eye; another cyst, as large as a partridge’s egg, contained a green¬ 
ish yellow and semiliquid matter like meconium; in a fourth sac there was a 
grumous substance, of a dirty yellow color, concrete, and surrounded with hair. 
The substance from this last sac, when analysed and examined with the micro¬ 
scope, presented all the characters of sebaceous matter and scales of epidermis. 
The hairs did not appear to have any bulbs at their bases. The tuft of hair which 
was seen externally, protruded from one of these cysts—from that which was 
filled with greenish matter; and the opening in it had some analogy with an 
anus. 

Lastly, in the midst of all these elements, we found numerous portions of 
the skeleton perfectly organised, evidently belonging (as any one may convince 
himself by examining the preparation) to true bones, and not to accidental pro¬ 
ductions. These bones, which were every where enveloped by a sort of peri¬ 
osteum, and of which the several pieces were moveable upon each other, and 
had distinct articulations, may be divided into three sets. The first group is es¬ 
sentially composed of three pieces, in which I thought I could recognize the clav¬ 
icle, the scapula, and a part of the humerus. The second group, much larger 
than the preceding, appears to belong to the pelvis, or perhaps to the base of 
the skull; the body of the sphenoid, or else the sacrum, forms the central portion. 
Lastly, the third series seems to comprehend portions of vertebras and fragments 
of undetermined bones. 

Whatever be the name that the different portions I have pointed out may de¬ 
serve, certain it is that they belong to a product of conception, and to a fetus 
already far advanced in its developement. They are before the Academy, and 
the correctness of the fact is absolutely incontrovertible. In the monstrosity by 
inclusion, as it is called, which has been described by Dupuytren, Geoffroy, and 
Olliver, one of the fetuses absorbed by the other has always appeared surround¬ 
ed by a cyst, and in the condition of a foreign body in the tissues of the fe¬ 
tus which has continued alive. In the cases related by Saint Donat, Prochaska, 
and others, of the debris of fetus contained in the scrotum, there have always 
been encysted tumours, necrosed bones, and organized parts destroyed by sup¬ 
puration and in a state of decomposition. In this subject, on the contrary, every 
thing has continued to live. The anormal tumour had its own proper colour, con¬ 
sistence, and sensibility, entirely independent of the individual who supported 
it; a clear well-defined line separated the integuments of its skin from the scro¬ 
tum. I pinched it with all possible force; I pricked it with various instruments: 
the young man himself several times ran a knife into it, without feeling the 
least painful sensation; and yet all the wounds that were made in it, bled abun¬ 
dantly, inflamed, and cicatrised, like those of any other part of the body, and 
nothing indicated in it the least diseased condition.—The substances, and all 
the elements that were found in it, gave the idea of normal tissues or products, 
and we were quite unable to discover the existence of the least drop of pus, or 
of any carious or necrosed bone, any altered cartilage, or the least fungous pro¬ 
duction. 

When, on the other hand, one observes that the tumour was as large as a fist— 
that the surgeon who saw the child when four months old scarcely took notice 
of it, and that he took it at first for a pneumatocele, and then for a little phleg¬ 
mon, which terminated by resolution—it is difficult to believe that its volume 
was as considerable at the birth of the patient as it was at the time when I 
first saw it. Such a mass in an infant would certainly have attracted great at¬ 
tention both from the physician and the family. We must remember, more¬ 
over, that, according to M. Senoble’s statement the tumour continued to grow at 
least up to the age of six or seven years, and that the young man, who says that 
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it always had the same appearance, can scarcely charge his memory so ar 
back as that time of his life: we must therefore conclude that the portions of 
the foetus which l have described have lived and been developed simultaneously 
with the individual who bore them, and that there were thus two beings united 
to one another. 

Now how could this take place? Did a part of the fcetus, the remainder of 
which has disappeared, become attached, during intra-uterine life, to the scro¬ 
tum, in such a manner as to remain there in the form of a graft?—or can this be 
the remains of a fetus which at first passed into the abdomen of another, and 
then descended by the tunica vaginalis, and has at last worn away from within 
outwards the envelopes of the scrotum?—or, lastly, have we here a creation, 
the unaided product, of the testicle? But I desist; these are delicate questions in 
high physiology and in transcendental anatomy, which I am neither able nor will¬ 
ing to broach till the preparations which suggest them have been submitted to 
the judgment of the Academy.— Land. Med. Gaz., March, 1840, from Gazette 
Medicate de Paris , Feb. 15, 1840. 

4. Cases of Twins where one had been long dead .—The following example of 
this which occurred to Dr. C. 'I’h. v. Siebold of Dantzic, seems to be confir¬ 
matory of the views advanced by Dr. Porter in his interesting article inserted 
in the early part of this No. (p. 307.) 

“ An unmarried woman aetat. 25, pregnant for the second time, was delivered 
of a stout boy at the full time, at 8 in the evening of Sept. 5, 1837. At the 
edge of the placenta there was a thickened flap of skin about an inch and a 
half long, and three-quarters of an inch broad, which was connected with the 
membranes of the ovum; there were no blood-vessels to be seen in this ap¬ 
pendage, nor did it seem to be of a fatty nature. As Dr. Siebold did not know 
what to make of it, and this irregularity of the membranes of the ovum did not 
seem worth preserving, the afterbirth was put aside. The afterpains continued 
until 10 o’clock in the morning of the third day, when something protruded 
from the. genitals having the appearance of a longish oval flap of the skin, of 
a pale colour, but with no perceptible smell of putrefaction; it was 3J inches 
long, and 1} broad. On more accurate examination Dr. Siebold found that it 
was a fetus of about four months, squeezed quite flat. Its head was pressed 
together laterally, with the face turned to the left. The remains of the eye¬ 
balls gleamed with a blueish hue through the closed eyelids. The neck and 
trunk were flattened from before backwards; the ribs and their cartilages were 
easily distinguished, and not one of the former was broken. The right arm 
was bent obliquely over the chest, and pressed close to it. The right hand was 
perfectly formed. The left humerus was extended upwards behind the left 
side of the face, but the fore arm was lost. The right leg was turned upwards, 
so that feet and toes could be pretty clearly distinguished; but of the left lower 
extremity only the femur was left, with the muscles surrounding it. The exter¬ 
nal male genitals were also distinguishable. On the abdomen there was a rem¬ 
nant of the funis in the form of a flat and narrow ligament three inches and a 
half long, with the maternal extremity unattached and lacerated. The whole 
back of the body was as it were corroded, so that in many places the bones of 
the fetus were laid bare. 

“ It was beyond all doubt that this fetus was the twin brother of the child 
which had been born alive, and that both germs had been impregnated at the 
same time. One of the embryos died in the fourth month of its formation, and 
was gradually compressed against the internal surface of the uterus. The pe¬ 
culiar flap on the membranes of the child born at its full time may possibly 
have been the relics of the membranes belonging to the ovum of the fetus 
which perished. Dr. Siebold is very sorry that he did not make a preparation 
of it. He doubts this being a case of superfetation, indeed he doubts the pos¬ 
sibility of its occurrence; and is inclined to believe that in most of those in¬ 
stances which are supposed to prove a superfetation, either there were twins, 



